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• section 9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons 
 

 

Notes 
 

• Draft Cabinet papers have been removed from this release as the final papers are 
publicly available at the following links: 
1. Access to Redress for Survivors of Abuse in Care with Convictions for Serious 

Violent and Sexual Offending 
2. introducing legislation to underpin changes to redress for abuse in care 

 
 

https://www.abuseinquiryresponse.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Cabinet-papers/2025-06-27-Serious-Offenders-papers-amalgamated-set.pdf
https://www.abuseinquiryresponse.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Cabinet-papers/2025-06-27-Serious-Offenders-papers-amalgamated-set.pdf
https://www.abuseinquiryresponse.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Cabinet-papers/2025-06-30-Introducing-legislation-to-underpin-redress-improvements_Redacted.pdf
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Cover note 
 

 
 

Updated draft Cabinet papers on meaningful apologies and on further 
decisions regarding serious offenders access to financial redress 

For: Hon Erica Stanford, Lead Coordination Minister for the Government’s Response to the 
Royal Commission’s Report into Historical Abuse in State Care and in the Care of Faith-
based Institutions 

Date: 5 June 2025 Security level:  

Priority: High Report number: CRACI 25/061 

Purpose 

1. Following feedback from your office, this briefing provides two draft Cabinet papers for 
your review: 

a. Report back – introducing additional scrutiny of redress for abuse in State care for 
serious sexual and violent offenders; and 

b. Delivering more meaningful personal apologies to survivors of abuse and neglect in 
care. 

Recommendations 

2. It is recommended that you: 

a) approve for Ministerial consultation the two appended draft Cabinet 
papers due for consideration at Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee on 
25 June 2025 

Yes / No 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Rebecca Martin 
Head of Policy, Crown Response Office 
Crown Response to the Abuse in Care Inquiry 
 

 

 Hon Erica Stanford 
Lead Coordination Minister for the Crown 
Response to the Royal Commission’s Report into 
Historical Abuse in State Care and in the Care of 
Faith-based Institutions 

    05     /   06   / 2025                /         / 

Proa
cti

ve
 re

lea
se

 - o
pe

n a
nd

 tra
ns

pa
ren

t g
ov

ern
men

t



Proa
cti

ve
 re

lea
se

 - o
pe

n a
nd

 tra
ns

pa
ren

t g
ov

ern
men

t



4 

 

h. We have clarified that existing and new offences would only apply to giving false or
misleading information about criminal history and identified the relevant offences that
would be utilised under the Crimes Act 1961 (sections 111 and 241).

i. Regarding the new offence and reasonable excuse element, an example of a person
with a cognitive impairment who is unable to recall the details of their offending has
been included.

j. We have clarified that serious offenders will be referred to the Redress Commissioner
and can choose whether they would like to apply to have the presumption overturned.

k. We have reduced the overheads associated with the secretariat supporting the Redress
Commissioner (now $0.376 million, previously $0.396 million). Our recommendation is
still that two FTE are required to support the redress commissioner. The FTE would
support information requests, develop cover briefings which summarises material
relating to the test, support referrals, communicate with applicants (including receiving
and clarifying submissions), schedule meetings, develop annual reports, and share
relevant information with redress agencies.

l. We have removed the Treaty of Waitangi implications section as it simply repeated
information in the previous Cabinet paper’s Treaty implications section.

5. We have also made some minor changes to the papers to improve clarity and flow, noting
that some sections have been shortened. Minor grammatical changes have not been
tracked.

Next steps 

6. We recommend you review and approve for Ministerial consultation the appended draft
Cabinet papers. We will update the papers to address Ministerial feedback, with a view to
lodging on 19 June 2025.

Draft Cabinet papers removed as final papers are publicly 
available.
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